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Inland Waterways and the North
Sea Region

Pete Byman
• Vice –President North Sea Commission
• Executive delegate: 

- Water management
- Economics
- International Contact
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North Sea Commission

• CPMR
• Challenges and opportunities North Sea
• North Sea as an economic entity
• Positive benefits to people
• Future: cooperation with Baltic Sea Commission

Other regions in Northern Europe

Maritime Safety Umbrella Operation:
– Linking maritime safety projects and related

projects

– Links with Interreg IIIB Programme Areas
(e.g. Northern Periphery, Baltic Sea Region)
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Inland Waterways in the 
North Sea Region

• Sea has shaped
the land

• Inland waterways: 
Travelling by water 
→ attractive aspect 
of landscape

Frisian Lake Project (1)
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Frisian Lake Project (2)

Artist impression aquaduct Woudsend

Frisian Lake Project (3)
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Frisian Lake Project (4)

Frisian Lakes and Canal Link

• Old waterways
→usable for
recreational
navigation

• Separating
commercial from
recreational
navigation
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Be ambitious

• Work together to strengthen navigable
routes

• Attention to water systems
• New technologies → water tourism

developments
• Elaborate on Canal Link ideas

Future
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Thank you


